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Job Chapter 33

• As both Job and his comforters end their discussion we’re introduced to Elihu, a 
young man who’s been listening the whole time. 

• Elihu is angry at Job for justifying himself instead of God, and he’s angry at 
Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar for not being able to answer Job or to convict him of 
his sin. 

• Elihu states that he’s not going to say the same things as the other three, but he 
also spends a lot of time getting to the point which in the end God seemingly 
ignores. 

• Elihu said that he wouldn’t just repeat what the others had already said, and he 
doesn’t.  He introduces a new truth or insight into the debate: that God sends 
suffering, not necessarily to punish us for our sins, but to instruct us, guide us, 
and to keep us from sinning, for our protection.  That the adverse circumstances 
of Job’s life might be preventative as opposed to punitive.  

V: 1-4 Continuing to describe what he’s eventually going to say. 

• 2Seems kind of comical to me, how else would his tongue speak if it wasn’t in his 
mouth? 

• 3He speaks from the uprightness of his heart.  I’m sure he’s trying to describe his 
sincerity, but at the same time we’ve got to be careful not to trust our hearts. 

 Jeremiah 17:9 “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked:   
  who can know it?” 

• 4He does acknowledge that God has made him and given him life. 

 Psalm 139:14 “I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made:    
  marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well.” 

V: 5-7 Elihu invites Job to respond if he can, it’s not intended to be a monologue,    
 although that is exactly what it becomes. (6 chapters…)  

• First off Elihu hasn’t actually said anything yet, he’s said that he’s going to say 
something profound, but he hasn’t actually said it yet, unless I missed it. 

• Job has asked for an audience with God and now Elihu declares that he is the 
answer to Job’s prayer in that according to Elihu God sent him to answer Job.  
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• Elihu states that he is just a man, made of clay - in a way he’s saying that he 
doesn’t have the “inside track” but that God will speak through him. 

• Job had previously said that God terrified him and that his hand was heavy upon 
him.  Elihu seeks to assure Job that he need not be afraid of what he would say, 
and that his hand will not be heavy upon him. 

• In a back handed kind of way this is more comfort being directed to Job than 
we’ve seen thus far in this book. 

V: 8-11 Elihu is restating what Job previously said as part of his accusation, but he’s  
 doing it inaccurately, which weakens his supposition. 

• 8-9Job never claimed to be sinless. He claimed to be blameless but never sinless. 
Elihu is quoting what Zophar said about Job rather than what Job said about 
himself (11:4). He’s either mistaken or he’s bearing false witness.

• 10-11This part is true.  In his statements Job had repeatedly asked God why He 
was attacking him and why He didn’t give him a fair trial. 

• Elihu’s whole point wasn’t to debate what Job said about himself, but to refute 
what Job said about God. 

Ã 
V: 12-13 Elihu is overstating what Job said.  Yes, he’s said he’s innocent but not in an  
 absolute sense, he did admit that he was a sinner like all men. 

 Job 9:2 “I know it is so of a truth: but how should man be just with God?” 

 Job 9:20-21 “20If I justify myself, mine own mouth shall condemn me: if I say, I am   
  perfect, it shall also prove me perverse.  21Though I were perfect, yet would I not  
  know my soul: I would despise my life.” 

• Job knows that mankind, himself included cannot be just before God.  Again 
there is a distinction between “sinless” which he did not claim, and being 
“blameless” which he did claim, because he couldn’t think of any over act on his 
part. 

• Job hasn’t declared that men, or that he is greater than God.  Job hasn’t put 
himself in the place of striving or working against God - he’s just been trying to 
make sense of what God has been doing since it has impacted him so severely. 

• 13God doesn’t have to give an account of Himself to anyone, “He doesn’t owe 
you any answers…” is what he is telling Job. 

 Paul says more or less the same thing: 
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 Romans 9:20-21 “20Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God?    
  Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, why hast thou made me thus?   
  21Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel  
  unto honour, and another unto dis-honour?” 

• Like the potter, who isn’t accountable to the clay, the Lord isn’t accountable to us, 
or to Job, He acts sovereignly in our lives, and in all things. 

• This could sound scary or intimidating until we realize how much He loves us and 
truly wants the best for us. 

 Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord,   
  thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.” 

V: 14 Elihu indicates that God often speaks to us in the situations of life, but we don’t  
 see it, we don’t perceive it. 

• Sometimes God is dealing with us through circumstances, trying to get our 
attention and we’re oblivious to what He is doing.  He speaks once, He speaks 
twice… 

  Isaiah 55:8-9 “8For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways  
   my ways, saith the Lord.  9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so  
   are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.” 

V: 15-17  Sometimes God speaks through dreams, and visions, He certainly did in 
 “Bible times.” 

• Today His Spirit directs us primarily through His Word: 

 Hebrews 1:1-2 “1God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time  
  past unto the fathers by the prophets, 2hath in these last days spoken unto us by  
  His Son,..” 

• God sometimes sends dreams and visions in order to open the ears of men, 
which gets them to listen to God’s Word. 

•  God speaks to us, He deals with us in order to change us or to change our 
direction. 

• We decide at times that we’re going to do this or that, and God places an 
obstacle in our path, to turn us from a destructive path or direction - or to keep us 
from being lifted up in pride. 

 The Apostle Paul experienced this: 
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 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 “7And lest I should be exalted above measure through the  
  abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the   
  messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure.  8For  
  this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me.  9And He said  
  unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is made perfect in    
  weakness.  Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the   
  power of Christ may rest upon me.  10Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in  
  reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for   
  when I am weak, then am I strong.” 

• Paul was given a hinderance, an obstacle, something to slow him down - lest he 
be exalted above measure - lifted up in pride. 

V: 18 God will at times use circumstances and obstacles to protect us from the    
 destruction that would result from those actions. 

• Often times God is working in our lives and we are completely un-aware of it. 

 Psalm 37:23  “The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord: and He    
  delighteth in His way.” 

• Sometimes the Lord protects us from danger through the things that seem to be 
irritating at first.  You’re trying to get somewhere, and something else comes up 
or you get a flat tire and  you’re delayed 15 minutes, or and hour - then as you’re 
on your way you see the bad accident that you missed - or that missed you.  
God’s protections. 

• Interruptions, how I hate them - but how God has used them in my life at times, 
getting to share the Gospel, or minister to people in different ways - divine 
appointment that we’d never benefit from if we were on “our” schedule. 

• God’s protections - we should be glad and take it easy, praising the Lord and 
loving Him all the more for it.  (Lord help me!) 

V: 19-22 Sometimes as God is seeking to guide us he allows pain into our lives, even  
 strong pain. 

• C.S. Lewis; The Problem of Pain - “God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks 
in our conscience, but shouts in our pains: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf 
world.” 

• God can speak quietly through dreams and visions or He can speak loudly 
through trials.  

• Here, Elihu says, “Your suffering is not punitive, Job. You’re not being punished 
for sin like the other three suggested. It’s preventive, or instructive. The suffering 
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you’re going through is to keep you from a direction that would be dangerous and 
harmful.” 

• 21-22This speaks of illness - often times when people get sick they stop eating, 
losing weight.  You can’t see a fat person’s bones - which is typically a sign of 
health, but when their bones are sticking out that is a sign of illness - and God is 
using them to send a message, He will use this to guide and direct us at times. 

• It should be noted that not all suffering is from God; sometimes / often times we 
bring it upon ourselves.  Reckless driving, or improper eating, foolishness on 
different levels can bring pain and suffering. 

 Proverbs 13:13-15 “13Whoso despiseth the Word shall be destroyed: but he that  
  feareth the commandment shall be rewarded.  14The law of the wise is a fountain  
  of life, to depart from the snares of death.  15Good understanding giveth favour:  
  but the way of transgressors is hard.” 

V: 23-24 So if the man is corrected, someone can point out what God is seeking to say 
 to him, and his path is corrected, he can be saved, he can be ransomed, and he is  
 restored. 

Testimony: Youth Pastor at CC Modesto - very sick, hospitalized several times with   
 severe migraines.  After several of these instances Pastor Damian discerned and  
 asked him to step down, as soon as he did he was healed. 

V: 25-26 This describes what we’ve just talked about; when you learn the lesson that  
 God is trying to impart, and we yield to it then we will be restored, our flesh / skin will 
 be like a child’s - the life and vitality of a child shall return unto us. 

• That man will pray unto God, and God will be favorable unto him, answering him. 

• The idea again is learn the lessons that God is teaching; He is trying to stop you 
from something, trying to turn you back - learn the lesson and be restored. 

V: 27-28 He’s saying that if we’ve sinned, if we’ll just confess it, repent of it - then his  
 soul will be delivered from the pit, and he shall see the light of life. 

• Here we see the gospel, if any man will admit that he’s a sinner, and repent of his 
sin, the Lord will deliver his soul. 

V: 23-28 Here, Elihu shares an amazing insight, not knowing of course that he was   
 talking about Jesus: 

• 23Elihu describes a “messenger” Jesus was all that and more, He brought the 
message of the “Good News” the Gospel.  “one among a thousand” - meaning 
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He is unique.  He demonstrated His “uprightness” / righteousness 24He is 
“gracious”, the promised “Deliverer”, saving us from the pit of hell, paying the 
“ransom.”  25Flesh / skin fresher than a child’s, meaning going backwards, 
“returning to his youth” ie: being born again, 26rendering / giving to man His 
righteousness!  27If he / any will say / confess his sins, admit that he did wrong 
then - 28He will deliver his soul from the pit (sheol / hell) - and he shall see the 
light. 

 2 Corinthians 5:17, 21 “17Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature:  
  old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” - “21For He hath  
  made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the    
  righteousness of God in Him.” 

V: 29-30 He’s saying “I know that God oftentimes works in man this way - to bring   
 correction, to protect men from themselves, to enlighten them. 

• God’s purpose in allowing adversity or discipline is to save people from death by 
breaking their pride and bringing them back to the place of Obedience. 

 James 5:19-20 “19Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; 
  20Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way,   
  shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.” 

• The word “pit” is used 4 X’s in this chapter, a word likened unto “sheol” or hell.   

V: 18 “He / God  keepeth back his soul from the pit…” 
V: 24 We see the “Deliverer” “keeping him from going down to the pit…” 
V: 28 He / God “will deliver his soul from going into the pit…” 
V: 30 “29God - “brings back his soul from the pit…” 

• In each instance we see God “keeping / holding back”, “keeping from going down 
to”, “delivering from going”, - “bringing back” their soul from the pit.  It looks like 
God doesn’t want him to go to hell… 

 2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is - not willing that any should perish, but that all should   
  come to repentance.” 

V: 31 At this point Job probably started to answer Elihu, he saw that Job was getting  
 ready to respond and Elihu kind of cut him off. 

• “Mark well..” “wait a minute”, “hold thy peace…” - don’t talk, let me finish.. 
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V: 32-33 He no sooner tells Job to wait and not to interrupt him when he perhaps felt  
 bad, realizing that he was rebuking an older man - so he says “If you have anything  
 to say go ahead…” 

• He wants to justify Job, he wants to get the answers for Job, help him see what 
the lesson is that he’s supposed to be learning from all of this. 

• 33Then he says, but if you’ll listen, I’ll teach you wisdom. 

• Elihu has done pretty good up to this point, he’s shared a different perspective on 
Job’s suffering - likening it to instruction as opposed to judgment, he’s described 
the ministry of Jesus and the Gospel - he would have done well to have stopped 
there. 

 Proverbs 10:19 “In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin: but he that    
  refraineth his lips is wise.” 

• Elihu wants Job to answer, then he doesn’t.  Job wont actually answer.  He’s 
already said his piece and now he’s waiting on the Lord. 

• Elihu has helped us gain some insights on suffering, he given us a lot to think 
about, but it hasn’t changed anything for Job, he’s still waiting on the Lord. 

Ref.Job.33 


